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WOMEN AND COMMON SENSE

The Idle Reporter Gallantly Denies a Charge That They
Lack This Most Desirable of All Mental Possessions.

THEY WORK IT FOR a??G??a WORTH, TOO.
Any man with sufficient gumption to

enuhle him to know when to come In out

of the wot. ought to have sense enough
to refrain from openly attacking wlm¬

menfolks, when he finds himself nursing
a grievance ngnlnst the loquacious sex.

Such rashness always proves a boome¬
rang. But every now and then some

lîotspnr. burning with tho linnnrunios-
lt.y Inflicted by hla wife's tailor-made
gown or tho wounded vnnitv caused by
the obduracy of his sweetheart, blazes
forth and heaps nil sorts of abuses upon
the mouse-fearers.
For my part. I don't go about It that

Way. Long experience with the erratic
critters has taught me that vilification
Is a poor medium, when o,ie wUhes to
¦wreak vengeance on tho millinery enthu¬
siasts.

Neglect and Indifference nre the two
clubs with which to swat wlmmenfolks.
The more you foam at the mouth, tho
more they will be tickled. If, however,
you look at them with ? cold, vacant, far-
n-way stare, when they rustle forth In
swishing silken petticoats nnd smell of
new dry goods, th·* poor, giddy wretches
will writhe with Indignation. So. too,
they will squirm with anguish If you
glance at them with a you're-Just-po-so
look. For be It known that the weaker I
vessels loathi mediocrity. The fact that
they detplso you by no means Implies
that they want you to be Impervious to
their charms. Some wlmmenfolks abso-
lutely luxuriate In hating the men who
ndore them. But you've nnver caught
one of the pesky critters luxuriating In
the Indifference of any man, I'll bet my j
meerschaum pipo on that.
All this, however, Is my eccentric way

of indicating that I am about to pay a

compliment to those who bite off basting
threads and carry pins In their mouths.
Gentle ones, would you believe It, some

silly thing (a man, of course) who writes
for the New Orleans Picayune, has had
the temerity, not to say stultltude, to
publish an article assailing your cnm-
monsense. Observe this distorted effort
of a frczzled Imagination and unite with
mo In pitying yet scorning the vile worm.
Hero Is what tho worm saya in hla open¬
ing paragraph

"Tlie rarest combination In this
world Is women and common sense,
Women of ability, of talent, of,ge¬
nius even, aro plentiful as blackber¬
ries, but the woman who has tho su¬

preme endowment of ? culm and logi¬
cal mind, and who can see a subject
Just as it Is, without prejudice, pas¬
sion or fear. Is as scarce almost aa

frost in June."
Now 1 am far from putting myself on

record as declaring thnt the Inmates of
hoopsklrts aro without prejudice, but
when it cornea to Intimating that they
Inch common sense, why 1 simply balk
at the stntement and gallantly refuse to
swallow it,

On the contrary, those up ot my house,
Includl-A the Queen Bee and her she-
cousins, -not only enjoy a liberal supply
of the Intellectual treasure In question,
but they even go so far as to say that
none of It has ever come my way. This
may or may not be true, according as I
"take after" my father or my mother.
But,, at nny rate. I am here to-day to de¬
clare that we of the bulldozed faction
must get up early In the morning to
catch a woman without commonsense.
Every blessed one of 'em has It. The mls-
tako wo make Is In not recognizing It In
the other sex. Man expects woman's
commonsense to appear In tho same form
as his, whereaa. it is a roundnbount. ser¬

pentining mental process which zigzags
greatly, but Invariably comes out of the
right hole. As Illustrative of the absurd

views entertained by us of the trousered
contingent, the following nwful Insult
from the Creacent City sinner Is quoted:

"Not only do women seldom have

any commonsensb, but they do not

desire to havo any. It Is not a virtue

that appeals to them, and It dlscon-
oerts them when anything calls on

them to meet a situation with reason
Instead of hysterics. It comes by
nature to them to be selfsacrlflclng,
tender, to suffer.the moro unjustly
tlio better.but when thoy fnce a sit¬
uation shorn of heroics and only need¬
ing good, hard, comon sense to deal
with ^. they feel themselves at a dis¬
advantage. Thoy aro out of their
running."
Now If that Isn't bludgeoning ail wo¬

mankind and even belittling tho few good
qualities actually conceded to them, I
am not the father of ? large and Interest¬
ing family. It must be granted that they
display no desire to havo common sense
and also that they use hysteria aa a bat¬
tering, ram with which to overcome all
obstacles, but despite their peculiar meth¬
ods.peculiar from the standpoint of mon
.they generally come monstrously near

gottlng everything they want.
. » f

And, furthermore, they accomplish all
the ends they desire Just in that very
way.by their apparent lack of sense and
their tearful helplessness. Those are tho
two levers wherewith they move all mas¬

culinity. If it were not tor us.the crl-
terlons of wisdom and lornmon sense.
tho tactics of tho weepers would be en¬

tirely changed. Their lachrymose sluices
would go dry, and ocular droughts would
be as common among thoso who s't down
on the floor to put on their stockings as

ate tadpoles In a mudhole. What man,
for Instance, wouldn't do anything a

woman wanted if she commenced boo-

hoolng at his office, «specially at a time
when he waa expecting his wife to drop
In? And what wife, on dropping In and
beholding t'othor woman a-blubber£ng,
wouldn't be as mad as a hornet with the
pettlcoated Interloper, let alone her be-
whlskored consort?
To Illustrate: The lady-not your wife,

but the other one.has given· you some
money to Invest for her. Against your
good Judgment and with tho usual avn-
rlclousnoss tlio hard-headed things dlsp'ity
whon It comes to business matters, ahe
hss forced you to put It In dangerous but
attractive securities. When the markot
drops she Is Indignant, not only with till
men In general but yourself In particular,
She holds you personally tesponslble.
Insists that you should have been 'firm
In resisting her persuasions. Then, as a

climax, she drops In on you with her
hysterical apparatus. ?a? say the poor
thing Is weak.the woman, not the hys¬
terical apparatus.and hasn't got any
common renso, and so, rather than eee

her. wounded, you agree to make good tho
doflclt, which she accepts, not g atefully,
but as a matter of right. Result: i*ov
seceretly pity woman's lack of busings
ability, and, pocket the. loss resulting from
your consent to cover the doflclt. ?
superb lllustrat'on of feminine weakness,
you tell yourself. But when you relate
the Incident to your wife.you had to,
you know, after she burs*. In on tho other
one's tears.you are mado to view the
matter In quite a different light. She
Informs you that you have made a Cool
of yourself; that the transaction lias
shown YOUR utter lack of common sense;
that you have run up the white flag in the
face of a fusillade of Idle tears and without
any reasonable excuse whatsoever. Eli«
reminds you, too, that you would have
brained. another man If he had put up
the same plea to which you yielded,
though the equities of the cose might

have been Just tho same. As a final
blow, she Informs you that the fair weep¬
er's estate Is amply sufficient to bear
considerable losses, and that the cash you
have surrendered aa hush monoy should
have been brought homo to your family,
whloh year In and year out Is screwed
down by- the most rigid principles of
economy. And so you derive at least one
good thing from the blood-curdling oc¬
currence.a veiy clear Idea of two wo¬

men's common sonso.your wife and the
weeper's. True, the process has been de¬
cidedly round about and exciting.and to
you expensive.but It has accomplished
what no man could have done.

If you have ever had a wife, a sister, a
sweetheart, or a third cousin of the pettl-
conted persuasion, you have doubtless en¬

joyed fino opportunities for noting wlm-
menfolk'B utter contempt for noting Wlm-
tho necessity for promptness. In fact, tno
word promptness is not In their vocabu¬

lary, whereas you yourself have so sti let
a regard for such things thai people cuuld
use you as a pubi c clock. If. perchance
you havo an engagement to attend some

public affair.let us say a monument un¬

veiling.you begh to prepare1· for tne oc¬
casion hours beforehand. Past experienc«
tells you that there will bo a crowd; that
the Jam will be terrific; that no man *vho
Is tardy will / be able to push through
the throng to a pulnt of vantage. All
these facts you Impress upon the Imper¬
turbable critter for whom you are to act
ns escort. But notwithstanding this, you
find her half an hour before the time
eet for start'ng. placidly washing h«r
hair and careleasly creeping about the
house as If the whole event would be post¬
poned to «utt her convenience. You full
at her and bellow out all sorts of Insults
about woman's lack of system and com-

mon sense. But noi ono hit do your mad
ravings disturb or hurry her. Just nbout
the time when you have sbnndoned nil
hope of seeing a. single feature of tlio un¬

veiling, she looms up at tho front door,
tranqullllng adjusting ono giovo and pre¬
paring to put on tho other. You approach
the scene of activity without tho si ghtct
hope of being comfortable, but your di¬
latory companion by no moans despairs.
She has been doing a little thinking c-h
route. On reaching the crowd she begins
the O-frallty-thy-nntno-ls-woman act.
This means an appealing glance al tho «s-

'eembted multitude, to say noth'ng of a

Jol y for the policeman. The rc°ult Is that
your provoking partner cuts through tho
throng as easily as you could cut through
a potato pie. The cops, If necoB"nry, are
willing to club men Into Ins^nsltSlllly so

that the helpless one may get protection.
though as a matter of fact all malto G?·>t?
for her without a murmur. Tho woman-
she who wouldn't lift hnr finger to hurry.
ult'matcly gets the best place nn the
grounds, and without the slightest effort
accomplishes a feat which would be Im¬
posable for the strongest masculino
athlete. And what Is more, she not only
has the people malte room for her but tor
you also, and that, too, despite the fact
you plume yourself on being a monument
of common sense and push.
We see the same old trick on the trofey

carsi' and at 'he circus: In stonmboats
and on railroads; In court-rooms and in
society. They are forever draw'nu d1v-
dende on their frailty and so-called la^k
of common sense, these crafty Inexorable,
provoking women. And it Is us men who
are egging them on and putting a pre¬
mium on their dreaded tears and horti^
fylng hysteria. Wo would almost sell
out our house and home to dam (not
damn, mind you.) their weeps, and ß?

for a femlnlno owoonlng fit, why, we'fl
barter our very souls to stave It off.
What's worse stll. whon we actually do
run across a woman who possess common

sense, the plghoadcd, unattractive, repul¬
sive masculine sort, wo shy off from hor
ns though sho wero a can of dynamite In
front of a rapidly flying steam locomo¬
tivo.
In crns derat'on of all the facia el'ed aud

Inasmuch as ttioso who are willing to
walk m les to save the prie of a postage
stamp have an Infallible and Invrlable
way of getting what thoy want, It 111
fits us men to ridicule their common
sense. And the further fact that their
common sense Isn't exactly the same ar¬
ticle on which some of us prtdo our«
selves, does not nocessarlly mean that
It Is a spurious article. In Ibis world 'tis
results that count, and If a woman doesn't
produco results when she gets hysterical,
then you may shoot me for a Dutchman.
I nevor see a woman weep that 1 don't
wish I had been educated In a fornai·
sornlnary. Their tears are more profitable
than molten gold.

A VIRGINIAN KEPT BUSYIN
WINDING CLOCKS FOR UNCLE SAM

Mr. Flem'ng. Official Time¬
keeper fjr Government.

NEW ONES G»V£ TROUBLE

The Great Variety of N^w Clocks Intro
ducjd Makes ine Care of Them

Much, fv ore Troublesome
than of Yore.

(Special to The Tlmes-Dlspatch.)
WAöxii.Wi'UN, ???. î..The official

timekeeper for ine Department in Wash¬
ington is Mr. Edward S. Fleming, u retd-
deut of Alexandria', Va., who has hie
"den" deep down in a small room In the
eub-basemeiu of the Treasury budding,

and here be has personally superintend¬
ed ..the regulating of teli time jueces Cor
Uncle Sam for almost a hall century.
Ihere Is not In uh Washington a mor»

dignified and distinguished uppedilng gen¬
tleman than this olitemi timo-piece regu-
later, who is a nativo of the ancient city
of Alexandria, Just beyond tho Fotomat,
and who learned hla trade In I'lilludclpliiu,
from which city ho received bla appoiut-
ment as "clock winder" for the govern¬
ment. At tho time Mr, Fleming first en¬
tered upon hjs .-duties tlio majority of
clocks used in tjie. departments were uf
the good old'-tlme eJght-day kind, and it
was not a very difficult matter for him
to see thut the pendulums were Kepi in
good running order, and that each clock
received its regular eighth duy winding,
eome of tao old lime-piece, then doi..g oiuy
in the main corridors and In Die rooms of
the chief bosses of thu several depart¬
ments. Flectrleal clocks and those wnlcb
get-all-you-can-out-of-clerks, chiefs had
introduced later, wero then unknown, and
the oiliclal clock winder found his p.'aco
not a very dlillcult ono to fill. However,
w.th tlie Introduction of various and sun¬

dry makes of time-pieces, Mr. Fleming'·
troubles and dunes increased, and lie,
as expressed by himself, was practically
forced to ','learn the business over." Tlio
Introduction of tho new stylo clocks put
the old-timers out of commission, and tlie
result is that now there are only a pre¬
cious few of the old familiar fncea of the
eight-day and grandfather clocks to greet
the chief surgeon us he guos un bis daily
rounds of clock winding and repairing.
"Yea, yes, 1 mi.<a thu dcur u.d clocks,"

«aid Mr. Flamine a« he settled himself
back In big chair in his den, "and there
are perclous few of the new (angled
clocks which can keep better time than
the old fellows. Thesu now on« s eeum
eternally troubled with backache, colte,
gout, cramps, corna, bunion;·, or somu
other ailment, utui needs be doctcred fre¬
quently. It was not this way with the
<dd fellows.they Just seemed naturally
to want to go' right ahead and tick oft
the Urne, Thoy were not much for chow,
but when It cune down to hoop.ns t.nie
they were there 00 tlio spot. Some Of the
clocks of the present day «re only fur
"dress parade/,' and not foraci util ser¬

vice. J am not infrequently palled upon
to doctor one of the many costly clocks
in ihe departments pr at the With«·
House, and sometimes. 1 am forced to â fc
mytic-if the question, 'how dots ihe pean/
thing manage to tick time, anyliowV Tin*
outsides aie as pretty us a country girl
at a ciiiiip meeting, hut the inside, my,
my, my.
"Hut I must not speak of these 'Btate

secrets'.it is 'ui.professional,' you know,
and wo must let the o'.ustiio world helluva
that every fine time piece presented to
the government is Just simply perfect.
There are a numbei (,r very expensive
clocks whlcn have been gh'en thu United
Elate» by other countries, and It would
not be exactly polIlu, t-, say the least,
to. «ay that these elaborate clocks »ire
¿tot a., good as the olJ timers, Kurtie of
the now ones nre ..'cry excellent time¬
pieces, but not ali of them, i.o, no.

"Myself arid assistants aie ¡:e;,i pretty
buty looking after the i.locka in the de¬
partments and seeing that Ihey uto 'un
4uty.' It would not CO to let the cleri·.*
have, any chance to say that tbe clock
ta thai* room w«.s not keeping correct

time If they should be called down by
the chief for being tardy In reporting
for· duty. We can't help out the over¬
worked clerks, but when a clock Is over¬
worked or refuses to work at all, wo
have it brought hero to the den, and If
It can't bo repaired.If Its days of useful¬
ness Is finished.It Is consigned to the
'morgue.' Whenever I have to put the
sea] of oiit-oi-commlsElon on a/clock, I
think uf the olii employés who ¿re pass¬
ing out of commission In the depart«
merits every day, after years of faithful
strvlee.the machinery run down and
Incapacitated foj further duly.
"Wo noi only look uftor the clocks,

put the watches of the officials are fre¬
quently brought hero to tho hospital for
repairs. Like the clocks, some of those
watches tue good, whllo others are bad.
I won't tny who It Is, but one of the
'big men' wears a dollar nnd a half gun-
metat watch, and It Is about the best
llinevlflre | have found around here.
"But. here. It Is half-pant 2 nnd I

mu-t scoot over to the White House
with this llttlo French clock I have been
doctoring, f'ome «rain when they move
u-i nut «if thl» underground homo to the
garret, which they eay they are going
to do."
An amusing «tory is related about a vhtt

of Mr Fleming to the rooms of John 0.
Carlisle when he Wa» Reccriary of the
Treasury. The clock doctor was asked
about its truthfulness, hut ho would
neither confirm nor deny. It Is snld that
Mr. ?????????« had been notified that a
elnot< in the Secretary's room needed at¬
tention, and II at gentleman went to see
ti,«· patient The (Socratnry'ji messenger
admití.,l him. nf course, und he walked.
II ta Mr. Carlisle's private room. That
?« ,·· ·,? arose from his test end ß??«?_??
his hand toward Mr. Fleming, «aldi
"Lord Pntinctfjitc, I nm delighted to

tec you, ilr."
I "Mr· S-i-uV <n·, I be* your pardon, »Ir,

I um not the British ambnssodor. sir, hut
Edward Fleming, the official clock re¬
pairer,"
"Tho devil you say."
"And the Secretary sank hack Into

his cushioned chair, but mnnaged to re¬
cover himself sufficiently to say to the
clock doctor that It was a good Joke, and
to Insist on his taking a nip of "Old
Kentucky." which he kept conveniently
near, with the necopsary "attachments,"
The Secretary It la sild. told some of
hla friends, saying that he couldn't see
why the government wanted euch a dis¬
tinguished looking gentleman tor a clock
winder. *

GENERAL MILES AND
PRESIDENT DAVIS

(Baltimore Sun.) f
Messrs. Editors: What the late Jefferson

Davis thought of Nelson A. Miles may bo
found, written by his own hand, In an

Article entitled "Ande.rsonvllle and Other
War I'litionii," which appeared In Bel-
ford's Magazine for January, lí>ÍW.
This article was originally written for

the North American Review, at tho ur¬
gent request of the editor, but the treat¬
ment of Mr, Pavls hy the management of
t\*s «11,'igazlnu was so contemptible Ihilt
lit withdrew tho manuscript, und It after¬
ward appeared In Uelford's.
What the Illustrious captive thought of

hit Jailer appears In the following extract,
taken verbaiinrfrcm tlio above-mentioned
article:
In «peaking of prison fare he says: "It

I« not only requisite that enough uf some
Kind of food .should be furnish«:«!; It Ig
needful that the power to uee and assim¬
ilato It should exist, Of this ? have pur-
t'liiui experience; During tho flint year of
my Imprisonment at Fortress Monroe I
Vii reduced to llttlo mute than a tikple-
ton undsr the needless prlvulions Inflicted

by that heartless vulgarian, Brevet-Gen¬
eral Nelson A. Miles. He was, at the
time of my Imprisonment, selected to su¬

persede Colonel Joseph Roberts, an edu¬
cated soldier, whose regiment had been
the garrison of Fortress Monroe^ In the
latter part of the war. Why was this.
officer deemed competent to command the
post- in war and not In- peace? My ac¬

quaintance with both would suggest the
answer.a gentleman was not suited to
the cruel purposes of E. M. Stanton, then
Secretary of War." W. S. H.
Mlddletown, Va.

Don't dally with, your,purpose. .,

Character Is the "poor- man's cap'tal.
If voti hatei another:' ttr 1s·. slow suits de

for yourself. .-. ~ir r" ~i*i '.
Men call, their own carelessness.and.ln-

actlv ty. fato. ., -., .. '.".-
The lucky man is the one who -grapa

the opportunity. '

Character-h's a commercial as well as
an ethical value. *)
Genius daits. flutters, and tires but-per¬

severance wenrs and wins.
The largest room in the world is the

ro"tn for self-improvement.
Give a-youth le'alutlOn and the" al¬

phabet, and who shall place limits to Ills
career?
We get out of l'fe Ju*t what .wo put

Into It: the world has for U3 Just what
we have for It.
Don't brood over the past, or dream of

the future, but uie the nstantanj-test
your lesson from the hour,
In manv an esrablis m nt there are

successes who are Infinit· ly li.I;r»f lo
the falluree from whom they ena.ch the
laurels.
No ono ehe can five your priblrm.

or work out your itddle. You stand or
fall by It. Your happiness, your, w· 11
being, your succose and your destiny hang
upon your ciriyng out th* prjgran:ma
tho Creator has given you.
Stock-taking every "day s a great aid

to advance rent, Stop and add ?, ursalf
up at the close of each diy aid see if
you have anything to cairy over, If you
nave noth.ng but ciphers to carry over,
something li wrong somewhere..Suc¬
cess.

THE MAN ;

ABOUT

TOWN
-BY-

Harry Tucker.

The Butchertown Gazette, with Ita last
Issue, went out of business.
In doing so, the acting editor said that

with Jackson Ward off the map, tho
Gazette felt it could no longor exlat with¬
out the councilmanlc support that comee
through fealty to local conditions, .,

"We have did ell we could to 'build
up the Commonwealth, but our efforts
have been fruitless, and now we offer
for aale to tho highest bidder, one Ink
stand, one pot of paste, one pair of scis¬
sors, ono waste-bashet full of poema, tv
linen duster, one-half pound of Ink, four
pounds of type, one subscription list and
one good will, beside» ft shotgun that will
kill equlrrols or "many subscribers," or

"Santas," or "Constant Reader," or
"Vox Popull" at close range,"
Among the personale and news Items

In the lust Issue are:
"Mr. Bill Sykes, th« honorary member,

long time editor of this sheet, Is doing
we) at tho Washington Sanitarium,
where he is undergoing repairs.
"Somebody killed Pete Whiffles' dog

and took the tag, A-f^wards It waa
found on John Biggins' watch chain, He
suld ho found It while bathing In Shockoe
Creek, and Harry Glenn ha» been retain¬
ed to find out who killed the dog.
.The Bulchertown Oolf Club and the

team from Sugarbottom played » game on
tho fluts, the oilier day. Hkag Whittles,
1'ete'a brother, put tli« ball over the
Locomotive Works and hit H street car,
and he was arrested for foul play.
"Willie sniff carries, a bag of coal

with lilm every time he goes to see his
girl, l'ollcemun Duke I» looking for the
man who I« stealing ooal from the C, and
0, cars.
"If the fellow who threw a rook throm h

out window will call or» us, we will return
the rock."

» ? *

We always look upon the ads. announc¬
ing the coming of Ml«» Gertrude Cogh-
lnn with pleasure, for we know that an

enjoyable evening is in store fqr us.
Sho is one of (hose »Ice Hule thine»

like a coo] breeze In the summer or u

warm room in tb« winter, with nothing
on his mind but thoughts of happiness.
Arid that'« about bow. we Ml vfin,

soriE CONTESTS
FOR SPEAKERSHIP

Something About Men Who
Havo Filled ihe Chair.

SELECTION OF MX. CANNON

Choosing Him Nearly a Year in Ad¬
vance of His Election an Event

Unique and U precedented in
the History of Congress,

(¡Special to The Times-Dispatch.)
WASHINGTON'. O. C, Nov. 7..The

selection of Joseph O. Cannon aa Speaker
of the House nearly a year in advance of
his election records an unique and un¬

precedented event In. the history of Con-
Kress. No other candidato for the honor
ever received this compliment- The bal- I
lotlng on the 10th of November will be
meroly a ratification of an overwhelming
sentiment, which crystallized last winter,
when his party settled, the matter by
declaring for him with an unanimity
remarkable and flattering.
In view of Sir. Cannon's accession to

the Speakership Cor the Fifty-eighth
Congress, the fruition of his splendida
parliamentary career has certainly long
been deferred. Slnco ho entered upon
his duties as chairman of the Appropria¬
tions Committee in tho Fifty-fourfh Con¬
gress he has steadily grown In Influence
before the House. His Ufo of picturesque
Incidents, his homely, but forceful,
speed», sound sense, and determined
will, tempered with good humor and
comradeship, aro qualities that commend
him to tho entire country, Mr. Cannon's
capacity for public service and high In¬
tegrity havo beon proven by his admin¬
istration of w/hat is by far the most try-
ing and most responsible chairmanship
under the legislativo arrangement of
Congress. His election may be classed
as a remarkable eventuality, In that he
will not only be the member of longest
servlco prior to the event, but the oldest
man ever chosen Speaker of the Houso,
lie was first elected to Congress In No¬
vember, 1872. the yonr Genera] Grant de¬
feated Horace Grooley for the presidency.
In tenure prior to his elevation to tho
chnlr, sixteen years, Mr. Henderson had
led all the Speakers. ???? Jioyd served
fourteen years; Rnndall thirteen; Reed
twelve; Macon, Vnrnum and Drowton,
Colfax and Crisp eight: Binine and Car¬
lisle six; Stevenson four, and Trumbull,
Hunter and Banks only two yoars boforo
reaching the Speaker's chair. Tho your.g-
est Speaker the House ever had was
B. M. T. Hunter, of Virginia, who was

only, thirty, and In his second term
when cho«en. Speakers Henry Clay and
Howell Cobb were thirty-four; the former
of the Thirteenth Congress, in 1RU; the
latter of the Thirty-first Congress, In
1B4D; Dayton and Orr, thirty-four; Bnr-
bour, Winthrop and Grow, thirty-eight;
Muhloriberg, Banks nnd Blalne, thirty-
nine; Folk and Colfax, fortv: Stevenson,
forty.three; >Tncon, forty-four; Kelfer,
forty-five; Crisp, forty-slx: Varnum.
Kerr. Rindall and CarlMo, forty-eight;
Reed, fifty¡ Boyd and Trumbull, fifty-
one; Scdgwlck. fifty-three; William Pen.
nlngton, sixty-three (tho oldest next to
Cannon), chosen In ISSO, after a deadlock;
of two montila, when John Sherman, then
thirty-six and serving his third term, was
the choice of the Republicans,.who lacked
a clear majority of tho House. Sherman
peremptorily withdrew at the expiration
of two months, althoimh he wns within
three or four votes of the necessary ma¬

jority most of the timo; and Cannon,
sixty-eight years old,

LONGEST TERM.
Clay and Peimlngton havo the dis¬

tinction of being the only men

ever chosen Speaker In their «Irst
term In the House. Tho oldest
Speaker after Pennlngton was Hender¬
son. In (he long list, Clay held tho
Sneikershlp longest. His notional politi-
cal career was a curious one. He was

first a Senator for a piece of a term,

House, of which he was Immediately
chosen Speaker; then he was again sent

to the Senate for another piece of u term,
after which his House career bega.n.
This was about as Irregular, there being
two Intervale In his Spoakershlp Incum¬
bency one of nearly two years, and a
second of nearly four. His aggregalo
tenure was approximately^ ten years.
Theodore Ponferoy, of New York, was

Speaicer one day, elected on iho 3d of
March, 18C9. after Schuyler Colfax re¬
signed to enter upon tho vice-prcaidency
next ÍUy. This Is the shortest term on

record. John Bell, of Tennessee, fiileid
the Stevenson vacancy^ June 2d, 1S3-1,
and served only nine months, the nest
shortest period to thnt of Pomeroy. An¬
drew Stevenson, Democrat, of Virginia,
was Speaker of four successive Houses,
and cornos next to Clay In length of
tenure. Binine. Carlisle and Reed wero

each six years Speakers. Randall served
five ytjars.

THEIR BIRTHPLACES.
Strango to say, New York, with

It» Inri« membership In the Houso.
lias had hut ono Speaker (Taylor), put¬
ting n»|de the one day of Pomeroy. Penn¬
sylvania has furnished three.Muhlen-
riprK. Grow nnd Randall; Virginia four.
Barbour, Stevenson, Hunter and Jones;
¡Massachusetts four.Sedgwlck. Varnum.
Wlnthrop and Banks; Kentucky four-
Clay. White, Boyd and Carlisle: Indiana
three.Davis, Colfax nnd Kerr; South
Cnrollna two.Cheovcs and James L. Orr;
Maine two.Blalne and Rood; Tentieo=e7j
two.Bell and Polli; Now Jersey two.
Dnyton and Pentilngrton; and Geoi-frla
two.C"bb and Crier). Tn the opening
days of the memorable Fifty-first Con¬
greso Charles F. Crifp. th»» surcesxor of
Mr. Carlisle, was an obscure and corn-

para tivnlv new memiaer. Ho had arl-t-n
to tlie foremost position of tho minority
on the Committee on Elections fit that
eHtf«"»l Juncture, when Speaker Thomas
?, Reed startled the country and lits
pnrty with the ilPfMon to count n mio-
rtim. This gave Crisp an opportunity to
win his spurs, and he seized II with the
promntneAs and nvMity which showed
his dnsli and brilliancy, nnd he nston-
lshedi his party collengaies nnd nmaicd
Iho ¦Rer.iibllcnnK with the force, nudactty
nnd ability of his leadershln. These wore
the dnv when Roper Q. Mills, nf Texas,
nnd WMHum M. SnrlnKer. of Illinois. <ver*
the foremost men in the Democratic
ranks. When Spanker Reed Introduced
h'n f«»motín policy of counting Democrats
.who were prosent and not voting, tho
astounded end enrneed Democrats wero
frantic. Mills. 8prlnfrcr nnd the wholo
host rose as ono man, ready to flqht to
the deat'« to nrevent this in""«"»ttoti,

CRISP'S GREAT SPEECH.
In" that conflict, Crisn clearly out¬

ranked all the older "leaders'' in his
Ft'eat spopoh In reply to Wlll'nm Mc¬
Kinley, then tho floor lender óf the
majority, In which ho eiioted from
speech««· hy Blatne and other R-nuhll-
osn leaders of dnys before, nnd closlnf?

with a quotation of great power ard
earnestness from a former speech by
Sneaker Reed while ho was tit tho head
of the Ropiihlican minority, ending w'th
the couplet."I appeal from Philip drunk
to Philip sober".and sot the Democratic
s|fle Into a whirlwind of exdte'uent and
demonstration of apnrovnl ns the Demo¬
crats crowded around the speaker's de^lc.
There was a groat vunronr. cllnch'n«?

their fists and gritting their teeth, and a

violent rlnsh seemed Imminent. Next (lav.
In referring to the Incident, Mr. Reed
.viild to a friend, "I do not know what
would hH've become of me when the Pana,·
onrats got at me. but I do know what
would have happened to the first ina ti

(hat came w'thln reach of my gavel."
At the St. Louis convention In the con¬

test for the presidency. Reed met with
a crushing defeat, nnd his ret'renient
from office soon afterwards was moro a

matter of personalities thon principien.
McKinley In that convention won from
him ae eas'ly as he and won from Mc-
K'nle-y In the sneakershin's race. Rpcd
had ¿«on uniformly successful until he
offered for tho presidency. Notwithstand¬
ing his ffeat pï|ll|*fW nm1 power as

Speaker, like Mr. Blatne. he was a mar

lû*er. He grew morose and discontented
after the St. Louis convention, and no-

thing seemed to please mm after ISSA
? iie sballa of his sarcasm were pointed
at McKiniuy, uud he kept uwuy truno
the Wh.te nottse. in a cut and thrust de-
date Reed wius Irresistible, except by Crisp,
and no one wno ever wmiesaeii a scene
in the House vvhe tune blood of mem¬
bers was up and everybody iv.m full of
the "joy uf bail,e' can forget the eftect
of his commanding figure on Itie »tepubli-
can clue.
The Aiills-Crlsp race for ihe speaker-

ship was one of thu most exciltiitf, and
tue contest was really a teat of the
stiei.gih oí Grover Cíe.eland in Congress,
willed lelt wounds mat are yet uuiiealed
and paved the way lor the great schisai
t)iat followed.
Tim luuu.ng candidates were Roger Q.

Milts, of 'lexas, and Charles k\ Crisp, of
Georg.u, wb.le William Hatch, ot Mis¬
souri; William M. Springer, of ill.nula,
and Willlurn S. Holinan, ("great oojco¬
lor"1, of Indiana, weie also In the race.
Hatch had been early withdrawn, and
his follow.ns split between (Jritp and
M.I.B. bjiiiiter v.ent o>.er to Crlup, and
alter some close work, m which Catch¬
ing», of Mississippi, Cr.sp's lieuienant,
niave somit promises, Holman withdrew,
and with h.a iiundful thrown to ihe
Georgia'men, was able to give him a

bare majority. Mills was bitterly dlsap-
po.tiiod, as wore nis Immedluie friends.
Hu belonged to that colerlo Which clus¬
tered ubout Carlisle, and unt.l tho ap¬
peal anco of Crisp on tho 6cene had dora-
ina.ed the Democracy of the House.

ANOTHER CONTEST.
The contest had been so bitter that

Crisp did not reappolnt Milla to the
Ways and Means elialinianauip, which
was given to Springer, who UnUed Wm.
J. Uryan ou the same committee w.th
him. Holman was rewards w.th tno
chairmanship of tho next best committee,
Appropriations. Another str king coment
for the Spcalcershlp with five cundluate«
occurred just previous to tlie Fltty-sec-
ond Congressi These were Thomas B.
Roed, Win. McKinley, Joseph G. Cannon,
David li. Henderson and Julius Caesar
Burrows. After tho first ballot the last
three dropped out and the contest waa
between Reed and McKlney, and Tteed
was elected by a fair majority. Among
tlio prominent members who have real¬
ized the disappointment of their ambi-
? on l'or the Spoakerslllp are Sereno
Payno, of New York; Champ Clark, of
Missouri; Oscar Underwood, of Alaba-
ma; James D. Richardson, of Tennessee;
Joseph W. Bailey, of Texas; Charles B,
Minefield, of Maine; James Sherman, of
Now York and many others. Holman,
Kelley, O'Neill, Harmor, Cox, John
Reed, Mercer and Dick Dland, each with
u quarter of a century's service In th·
House to Ills credit, all failed to reach
the Speukershlp. So did Alexander Stev¬
ens, Joshua K. Glddlnga and several oth¬
er emlnont statesmen with House reo.
orda l'ttle short of those named. Sunset
Cox furnished another example of d s-
appointed political ambition. He wa·
noverai times tlio popular candMu'e for
Speaker, but being known as the "mem·
bor of Infinite jest" |ie was always defeat·
ed by tlio solid qualities of Samuel Ran·
dal!, the protection Democrat, whost
work against the force b II and w> ?ß·
rugged honesty of conviction commanded
the adlmrntlon of Democrats and Repub»
llciins allko, and enabled him to com·
mnnd a sufMcent following to defeat
Morrison's famous tariff bill. General
Chatios, G?. Grosvenor, McKinley'»
apok'-smiiii on tho floor of the House; W.
P, Hepburn, o/ Iowti, Joseph W. Bab-
cock, of Wisconsin; Tawncy, of Minne¬
sota, and John Dulzell, of Pennsylvania,
may nlso bo mentioned among d'eap.
pointed possibilities. But the keenest q»
all tl'.o political disappointments of mod,
ern days, perhaps, fell to the lot\of two
of the most famous among the famoug
Speakers. Baine and Reed died 8004
after Uio blight of tloir Presidential aa-
pirations. At his homo on S xtern'h
Street, Just two weeks before his death
a close political friend called to »-#
Mr. Binino and made complimentary re¬
ference to his grollous "footprints on
tlio sands of time.",.,
"Ah," said Mr- Binine in sorious, pa¬

thetic tones, "tno eh'ftliig Binds! th«
shifting s'itids!" No words could Indicati
moie clearly how keenly he realized thl
disappointment of his -political hope».


